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(54) Method and apparatus for image quality adjustment 



(57) Image quality adjusting apparatus includes a 
display unit (15) displaying an input original image, an 
area designating unit (12) designating an arbitrary area 
of the original image displayed on display unit (15), and 
an arithmetic processing unit (1 4) adjusting image qual- 
ity of the input original image, based on pixel values of 
the area designated by the area designating unit (12). 
Arithmetic processing unit (14) includes an object color 
detecting unit (14a) detecting object color of the area 
designated by area designating unit (12), color adjusting 



unit (14b) for performing color adjustment of the object 
color detected by object color detecting unit (14a), and 
a luminance, saturation adjusting unit (14c) adjusting lu- 
minance and saturation of the input original image. 
Arithmetic processing unit (14) adjusts image quality of 
the input original image based on pixel values of the ar- 
ea designated by area designating unit (12), and there- 
fore it becomes possible for the user to perform image 
quality adjustment to attain prescribed quality by simple 
operation. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
s Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to image processing technique used in word processors, personal computers, 
work stations, personal digital assistants, copying machines, scanners, facsimile machines, television receivers, video 
cassette recorders, video cameras, digital still cameras and so on. More specifically, the present invention relates to 
10 method and apparatus of image quality adjustment for adjusting an acquired image to a state desired by an operator, 
for example, for improving image quality of a photograph, as well as to a recording medium recording an image quality 
adjusting program. 

Description of the Background Art 

75 

[0002] Recently, digitized images obtained through cameras, video cassette recorders and through the Internet come 
to be widely used in various fields. Sometimes these images are used as they are, and sometimes the images are 
used with image quality adjusted. As a method of adjusting image quality, automatic adjustment of image quality of a 
photograph or an image using an image processing apparatus provided in a personal computer, a word processor or 
20 the like has been studied to enable reduction in necessary working time, mass processing and easy and handy image 
quality adjustment of a prescribed quality without requiring special skill of the operator. 

[0003] In an automatic image quality adjusting function employed in a general image processing software, a shadow 
point and a highlight point of luminance are found from luminance histogram distribution or the like. The histogram is 
expanded or compressed such that the shadow point is set to a specific luminance value, for example, the lowest 
2S possible luminance value which can be handled by the image processing apparatus, and similarly, the highlight point 
is set to a specific luminance value, for example, the highest possible luminance value which can be handled by the 
image processing apparatus, so that contrast is improved and the image quality is adjusted. 

[0004] In the image processing method described above, the simplest manner of determining the shadow point is 
to determine a pixel having the lowest luminance among all the pixels in the image as the shadow point, and the 
30 simplest manner of determining the highlight point is to determine a pixel having highest luminance among all the pixels 
in the image as the highlight point. 

[0005] Japanese Patent No. 252771 5 discloses an image processing method which is another method of adjusting 
image quality. 

[0006] In the image processing method disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 2527715, hue value of a pixel having a 
35 prescribed hue among pixels of an image is transformed to a desired hue component, so as to adjust image quality. 

[0007] The image processing techniques described above, however, have the following problems. 

[0008] First, in the method of improving contrast by finding a shadow point and a highlight point, it is possible to 

adjust a dark image to be lighter, or to transform image of which overall luminance is too high and appears white to an 

image of moderate lightness, by contrast adjustment of luminance. In an image of which color appearance is different 
40 from an actual object by some cause or other, however, difference or deviation in color cannot be adjusted, as contrast 

adjustment is performed with color appearance not addressed, and worse, the color deviation may become more 

noticeable by the contrast adjustment in some cases. 

[0009] The image processing method disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 2527715 contemplates improved reproduc- 
tivity of skin color in an image, by adjusting hue value of pixels within specific ranges of hue and saturation, which 
4 $ ranges are considered corresponding to distribution of human skin color, among pixels in an image, to be the hue value 
of preferred skin color. In this image processing method, however, though pixels having hue values and saturation 
which are assumed or estimated as human skin color are adjusted to have hue values of preferable skin color, the 
color appearance of the overall image is not adjusted, and an image of which color is different from that of the actual 
object is not adjusted. 

so [0010] Further, in this image processing method, the hue and saturation which are considered corresponding to 
human skin color are determined arbitrarily. When individual difference, variation in lighting condition and so on are 
taken into consideration, human skin can assume colors of wide range. When skins of many people are taken as 
objects, the hue and saturation ranges of colors which are to be addressed as skin colors would be very wide, and 
objects other than human skin that have such a color that corresponds the color of human skin would be similarly 

55 adjusted to the preferable skin color. Therefore, a specific object or an area of an image may highly possibly be trans- 
formed to an unnatural color. Conversely, when the ranges of the hue and saturation which are to be addressed as 
skin colors are limited to small ranges, it may be possible that some skin colors are not regarded as objects of adjust- 
ment, and the object of improving reproductivity of skin color cannot be attained. When an image has color deviation, 
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such possibility would be higher, and the problem that color deviation other than skin color is left uncorrected still 
remains. 

[001 1] Conventionally, as is represented by the term "white balance", color adjustment in which a portion of an image 
which should have been originally white is adjusted to be whiter has been widely practiced. Japanese Patent Laying- 
5 Open No. 4-213291. for example, discloses an electronic image input apparatus which is a prior art example related 
to white balance adjustment on a specific image plane. 

[0012] Further, it is a common practice for color adjustment to multiply each pixel value (generally, RGB is widely 
used) of pixels constituting an image by a constant, or to apply gamma function. 

[0013] In the conventional technique, however, attention is paid only to a single color (generally, white), and colors 
10 of all pixels are adjusted using parameters determined to enhance or refine the single color. Therefore, though the 
noted color to which attention is paid can be well adjusted, colors of other portions are not much improved and, some- 
times, even degraded. 

[0014] When a faded photograph is read by a reading device such as a scanner and subjected to processing for 
recovering the original color, simple multiplication or gamma function cannot address the change of color caused by 

is fading of photographic paper. Therefore, the object cannot be attained. 

[0015] Figs. 1 A to 1 C schematically represent histograms of typical pixel values when a faded photograph is read 
by a scanner. In Figs. 1 A to 1 C, the ordinate represents the number of pixels of three primary colors (R, G and B), and 
the abscissa represents pixel values representing color density of the three primary colors (R, G and B). 
[0016] As right side portions of respective histograms 101 to 103 are not aligned, it is presumed that a white portion 

20 on the image is not an ideal while but a liltle reddish. Further, as left side portions of respective histograms 101 lo 103 
are not aligned, it is presumed that a black portion on the image is reddish black. Further, as the R histogram 101 of 
Fig. 1 A is biased to the right side, it is presumed that the overall image is reddish. 

[001 7] Figs. 2A to 2C schematically represent histograms resulting from conventional processing, exclusively paying 
attention to white, of the image having such histograms as shown in Figs. 1 A to 1C. As the processing was performed 
2S paying attention only to white, right side portions of respective histograms 201 to 203 are aligned, whereas the left side 
portions are not aligned, and the overall balance is not good. Referring to Figs. 2A to 2C, it is considered that the white 
portion is made whiter while a portion which should be black remains reddish black, and the overall image still remains 
reddish. 

[0018] If the process is performed paying attention to black, it would be the case that the portions corresponding to 
30 white are not aligned, and the overall balance is not adjusted. Further, it is naturally considered that even when other 

single color is used as a base for the processing, it is impossible to attain satisfactory balance of the overall image. 

Therefore, it is understood that the original colors are hard to recover by the conventional method. 

[0019] As described above, in the conventional image quality adjusting method based on a single color, there is a 

problem that though the color to which attention is paid can be improved, remaining portions are left as they are or, 
35 worse, degraded. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0020] An object of the present invention is to provide an image quality adjusting apparatus capable of image quality 
40 adjustment to attain prescribed quality by a simple operation. 

[0021] Another object of the present invention is to provide an image quality adjusting apparatus capable of adjusting 
image quality by accurately detecting color deviation, insufficient contrast and the like. 

[0022] A still further object of the present invention is to provide an image quality adjusting apparatus capable of 
performing color adjustment such that a plurality of colors to which attention is paid can be improved simultaneously. 
45 [0023] A still further object of the present invention is to provide an image quality adjusting method capable of image 
quality adjustment to attain prescribed quality by a simple operation. 

[0024] A still further object of the present invention is to provide an image quality adjusting method capable of ad- 
justing image quality by accurately detecting color deviation, insufficient contrast and the like. 

[0025] A still further object of the present invention is to provide an image quality adjusting method capable of color 

so adjustment to simultaneously improve a plurality of colors to which attention is paid. 

[0026] A still further object of the present invention is to provide a medium recording an image quality adjusting 
program allowing image quality adjustment to attain a prescribed quality by a simple operation. 
[0027] A still further object of the present invention is to provide a medium recording an image quality adjusting 
program allowing adjustment of image quality by accurately detecting color deviation, insufficient contrast and the like. 

55 [0028] A still further object of the present invention is to provide a medium recording an image quality adjusting 
program allowing color adjustment to simultaneously improve a plurality of colors to which attention is paid. 
[0029] According to an aspect of the present invention, the image quality adjusting apparatus includes a display unit 
for displaying an input original image, an area designating unit for designating an arbitrary area of the original image 
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displayed on the display unit, and an arithmetic processing unit for adjusting image quality of the input original image 
based on pixel values of the area designated by the area designating unit. 

[0030] The arithmetic processing unit adjusts the image quality of the input original image based on pixel values of 
the area designated by the area designating apparatus, and therefore it becomes possible to perform image quality 
adjustment to attain a prescribed quality by a simple operation. 

[0031] According to another aspect of the present invention, the image quality adjusting apparatus further includes 
a color determining unit estimating a plurality of colors from pixel values of an input original image, a color transform 
function generating unit for generating a color transform function based on the colors determined by the color deter- 
mining unit, an image processing unit for transforming the input original image using the color transform function gen- 
erated by the color transform function generating unit, and an image output unit for outputting the original image trans- 
formed by the image processing unit. 

[0032] The image processing unit transforms the input original image using the color transform function generated 
by the color transform function generating unit, and therefore it becomes possible to perform color adjustment such 
that a plurality of colors to which attention is paid are improved simultaneously. 

15 [0033] According to a still further aspect of the present invention, the method of image quality adjustment includes 
the steps of displaying an input original image, designating an arbitrary area of the displayed original image, and 
adjusting image quality of the input original image, based on pixel values of the designated area. 
[0034] As the image quality of the input original image is adjusted based on the pixel values of the designated area, 
it becomes possible to perform image quality adjustment to attain a prescribed quality by a simple operation. 

20 [0X535] According to a slill further aspect of the present invention, the method of image quality adjustment further 
includes the steps of estimating a plurality of colors from the pixel values of the input original image; adjusting and 
determining the plurality of colors, generating a color transform function based on the adjusted colors, transforming 
the input original image by using the generated color transform function, and outputting the transformed original image. 
[0036] As the input original image is transformed by using the generated color transform function, it becomes possible 

25 to perform color adjustment such that a plurality of colors to which attention is paid arc improved simultaneously. 

[0037] According to a still further aspect of the present invention, the image quality adjusting program recorded on 
a medium includes the steps of displaying an input original image, designating an arbitrary area of the displayed original 
image, and adjusting image quality of the input original image based on pixel values of the designated area. 
[0038] As the image quality of the input original image is adjusted based on the pixel values of the designated area, 

30 it becomes possible to perform image quality adjustment to attain a prescribed quality by a simple operation. 

[0039] According to a still further aspect of the present invention, the image quality adjusting program recorded on 
the medium includes the steps of estimating a plurality of colors from pixel values of the input original image, adjusting 
and determining the plurality of colors, generating a color transform function based on the adjusted colors, transforming 
the input original image by using the generated color transform function, and outputting the transformed original image. 

35 [0040] As the input original image is transformed by using the generated color transform function, it becomes possible 
to perform color adjustment such that a plurality of colors to which attention is paid are improved simultaneously. 
[0041] The foregoing and other objects, features, aspects and advantages of the present invention will become more 
apparent from the following detailed description of the present invention when taken in conjunction with the accompa- 
nying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



[0042] Figs. 1 A to 1 C represent exemplary histograms of pixel values of a faded image. 

[0043] Figs. 2A to 2C represent histograms of pixel values of the image shown in Fig. 1 processed by a conventional 
45 image quality adjusting apparatus. 

[0044] Fig. 3 shows an example of an appearance of the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the 
present invention. 

[0045] Fig. 4 is a block diagram schematically representing the configuration of the image quality adjusling apparatus 
shown in Fig. 3. 

so [0046] Fig. 5 is a functional block diagram of the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with a first em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 

[0047] Fig. 6 schematically represents configuration of the image quality adjusting program in accordance with the 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[0048] Figs. 7 A and 7B represent images before and after image quality adjustment performed by the image quality 
55 adjusting apparatus in accordance with the first embodiment of the present invention. 

[0049] Fig. 8 is a flow chart representing process steps of the image adjusting in accordance with the first embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0050] Figs. 9A to 9D represent images referred to for describing how an area is designated, an object area is ex- 
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tracted and object color is detected, in the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the first embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0051] Fig. 10 is a graphic representation of a transform function used for color adjustment processing. 

[0052] Fig. 11 is a flow chart showing in detail the color adjusting process (S6) of Fig. 8. 
5 [0053] Fig. 12 is a flow chart showing in detail the luminance-satu ration adjusting process (S7) of Fig. 8. 

[0054] Figs. 13A and 13B are illustrations representing formation of a histogram and smoothing of the histogram. 

[0055] Fig. 14 is a graphic representation of a transform function T generated based on a histogram parameter. 

[0056] Fig. 1 5 is a graphic representation of correction function C generated based on the object color. 

[0057] Fig. 16 is a graphic representation of another correction function C generated based on the object color. 
10 [0058] Figs. 17A and 17B are graphic representations showing an example of correction of transform function T. 

[0059] Figs. 18A and 18B are graphic representations showing another example of correction of the transform func- 
tion T. 

[0060] Fig. 19 is a block diagram representing functional configuration of the image quality adjusting apparatus in 
accordance with a second embodiment ol the present invention. 
15 [0061] Fig. 20 is a flow chart showing process steps of the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the 
second embodiment of the present invention. 

[0062] Fig. 21 is a graphic representation of transform function fr used in the image quality adjusting apparatus in 
accordance with the second embodiment of the present invention. 

[0063] Figs. 22A to 22C represent histograms of the image having the histograms of Fig. 1A to 1C. processed by 
20 the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the second embodiment of the present invention. 
[0064] Figs. 23A to 23D are illustrations representing transformation utilizing HIS hexagonal color model. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

2B [0065] Fig. 3 shows an exemplary appearance of the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the 
present invention. The image quality adjusting apparatus includes a computer body 51, a graphic display unit 52, a 
magnetic tape drive 53 to which a magnetic tape 54 is loaded, a keyboard 55, a mouse 56, a CD-ROM drive 57 to 
which a CD-ROM (Compact Disc-Read Only Memory) 58 is loaded, and an image input unit 11, not shown. The image 
quality adjusting program is supplied by a storage medium such as magnetic tape 54 or CD-ROM 58. Image quality 

30 adjusting program is executed by computer 51 , and an operator performs image quality adjustment of the original 
image by operating keyboard 55 or mouse 56 while viewing the graphic display unit 52. The image quality adjusting 
program may be supplied to the computer 51 from another computer, through a communication circuit. 
[0066] Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configuration of the image quality adjusting apparatus in 
accordance with the present invention. Computer 51 shown in Fig. 3 includes a CPU 60, an ROM (Read Only Memory) 

35 61 , an RAM (Random Access Memory) 62 and a hard disc 63. CPU 60 performs processing while inputting/outputting 
data to and from image input unit 11, graphic display unit 52, magnetic tape drive 53, keyboard 55, mouse 56, CD- 
ROM drive 57 ; ROM 61, RAM 62 or hard disc 63. The image quality adjusting program recorded on magnetic tape 54 
or CD-ROM 58 is once stored in hard disc 63 from magnetic tape drive 53 or CD-ROM drive 57, through CPU 60. CPU 
60 performs image quality adjustment of the original image by loading and executing the image quality adjusting pro- 

40 gram from hard disc 63 to RAM 62. 

[0067] The following description specifically relates to adjustment of quality of an image or a photograph focusing 
on skin, including one's face. The present invention, however, is not limited thereto, and the description is only for 
convenience. The present invention may be applied to any photograph or image of any object, for example a landscape 
such as sky and ocean, of which processing is desired. 



45 



First Embodiment 



[0068] Fig. 5 is a block diagram representing functional configuration of the image quality adjusting apparatus in 
accordance with the first embodiment of the present invention. 
so [0069] Referring to Fig. 5, the image quality adjusting apparatus for adjusting quality of an image or a photograph 
includes an image input unit 11, an area designating unit 12, a storage unit 13, an arithmetic processing unit 14, a 
display unit 15 and an external storage unit 16. 

[0070] Image input unit 11 is for receiving as an input, an original image of a photograph, for example, which is an 
object of processing. Namely, this is a unit for providing a signal (image signal) of the object image to the image quality 
55 adjusting apparatus. 

[0071] The image signal here contemplates data in the shape of a matrix for two-dimensional image constituted by 
a plurality of pixels arranged in a matrix of rows and columns, in which information values 1 and 0 are respectively 
allotted to a black pixel and a white pixel, for example. More specifically, the data in the shape of a matrix represent 
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digital signals having pixel data of respective pixels. Each pixel data contains position data representing position of 
the pixel in the two-dimensional image, as well as numerical value data representing display characteristic of the pixel. 
The numerical value data representing the display characteristic includes luminance data representing luminance of 
each monochromatic radiation of red, green and blue, for example. 

s [0072] As image input unit 11 , other than the above described hard disc 13, magnetic tape drive 53 and CD-ROM 
drive 57, a device for reading signals stored in storage medium such as a floppy disk, an optical disk or a video tape 
may be used. In that case, the signals read from the storage medium by image input unit 11 are stored in storage unit 
1 3. Therefore, on the recording medium, an image signal obtained by picking up image light from an object by an image 
pick up device (not shown) is stored. The image pick up device includes, for example, a scanner, a digital camera and 

io a video camera. 

[0073] An image input unit which has an image pick up device itself and the image signals obtained by which are 
directly stored in the storage unit 13 of the image quality adjusting apparatus without using any recording medium, 
may be used as image input unit 11. 

[0074] The image signal may be generated by an apparatus and method other than the image pick up device de- 
*5 scribed above. For example, the image signal may be of an image generated by a third party, other than the operator 
of the image quality adjusting apparatus, which is distributed by a recording medium such as CD-ROM. The image 
signals may be obtained beforehand, or may be obtained immediately preceding the image processing operation by 
the image quality adjusting apparatus, which will be described later. 

[0075] Area designating unit 12 is for the user to designate an area of an image. Other than mouse 56 described 
20 above, a pointing device such as a track ball or a pen may be suitably used. The operator using the pointing device 
such as a mouse as the area designating unit 12, designates a desired area, while viewing the original image input 
through the image input unit 11 and displayed on display unit 15, which wilt be described later. At this time : the desig- 
nated area is stored in storage unit 1 3 and reflected on display unit 1 5, namely, displayed as a closed curve, for example. 
The area thus obtained is regarded as the designated area. 
25 [0076] Storage unit 13 is for storing the designated area and imago signals of the original image, and used as a 
temporary storage area necessary for image quality adjusting process and as a program storing area for various 
processings. RAM 62 mentioned above is the storage unit here. 

[0077] External storage unit 16 represents, other than the magnetic tape drive 53 and CD-ROM drive 57, a storage 
unit capable of reading information on a recording medium such as disks including DVD (Digital Versatile Disc), a video 
30 tape and the like When necessary information is not in storage unit 13, the information recorded on the recording 
medium, for example, the processing program or data may be transferred to storage unit 1 3 through external storage 
unit 16. 

[0078] Display unit 1 5 may be a cathode ray tube (CRT) 52, a liquid crystal display unit or the like, for displaying, on 
a screen, the image data stored in storage unit 13 or the designated area. On the screen, the input original image is 
35 displayed, and the area input by the area designating unit 1 2 by the operator is displayed in the form of a closed curve; 
for example, on the original image. The display unit 15 also displays an output image generated by the image quality 
adjusting operation by the arithmetic processing unit 14, which will be described later. 

[0079] Arithmetic processing unit 14 is for performing the main process of the present invention, and CPU 60 men- 
tioned above is the arithmetic processing unit. Arithmetic processing unit 14 includes an object color detecting unit 14a 
40 for detecting color of an object to be processed, a color adjusting unit 14b for adjusting the color, and a luminance 
adjusting unit 14c for adjusting luminance, and performs the image quality adjusting process. 

[0080] Arithmetic processing unit 14 performs the image quality adjusting process by using programs for respective 
processes stored in storage unit 13. 

[0081] Fig. 6 represents an exemplary program for image quality adjustment. 
45 [0082] As can be seen from Fig. 6, the image quality adjusting program includes an object color detecting program 
2 la, a color adjusting program 21b and luminance -saturation adjusting program 21c. 

[0083] These programs for processing by arithmetic processing unit 1 4 may be stored in advance in storage unit 1 3, 
or may be stored on a recording medium 21 such as a floppy disk, an optical disk including CD-ROM or DVD, or a 
video tape, and read by external storage unit 16. All the processing programs need not be stored on recording medium 
50 21 , and at least one processing program may be recorded, among the aforementioned three programs for processing. 
In that case, the processing program not recorded on the recording medium may be stored in advance in storage unit 
1 3. In this'manner, capacity of storage unit 1 3 which is relatively expensive when compared with external storage unit 
16 can be saved, and hence necessary cost can be reduced. 

[0084] Image quality adjustment executed by the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the first em- 
55 bodiment of the present invention will be described in the following. Here, description will be given assuming that the 
area designated by the operator is a human face. 

[0085] Figs. 7Aand 7B represent the image quality adjusting operation effected by the present image quality adjusting 
apparatus, and Fig.8 is a flow chart representing the flow of image quality adjustment in the image quality adjusting 
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apparatus of the present invention. The operation will be described, additionally referring to Figs. 9 to 23. 
[0X386] Specific displays given in the image quality adjusting process performed by the image quality adjusting ap- 
paratus are as follows. Fig. 7 A represents an original image 3 la, and an operator designates an area 31 b, designating 
the face of the object person. Thereafter image quality adjusting process is performed, and the resulting image 32 is 
5 output as shown in Fig. 7B. More specifically image quality adjusting process is performed based on the information 
of color, luminance or the like of designated area 31b. 

[0087] The image quality adjusting process by the image quality adjusting apparatus is performed through the proc- 
ess steps shown in Fig. 8. 

[0088] First, an original image is input (S 1). More specifically, image input unit 11 stores an object original image 
10 31a in storage unit 13. 

[0089] Thereafter, the original image is displayed (S2). Namely, display unit 1 5 displays the original image 31 a stored 
in storage unit 13 on the screen. Thereafter, area designation is performed (S3). The operator, while viewing the original 
image 31a displayed on display unit 15, designates an area to be processed, using area designating unit 12. 
[0090] Thus, designated area 31b is displayed on original image 31a, as shown in Fig. 7A. The designated area is 
75 stored as area information, for example, as a series of coordinates or two-dimensional image data (mask image), in 
storage unit 1 3. 

[0091] After the information of the designated area is stored in storage unit 1 3, the process of the next step S4 starts. 
[0092] Then, the object area is extracted (S4). 

[0093] Extraction of the object area will be described in detail with reference to Figs. 9A to 9D. 

20 [0094] Figs. 9A to 9D are schematic views related to designation of the area, extraction of Ihe object area and de- 
tection of object color, in the flow chart of Fig. 8. An image 41a of Fig. 9A represents a portion of original image 31a 
of Fig. 7A, and an area 41b corresponds to designated area 31 b. In the following, image 41a, which is a part of original 
image 31a, will be considered the original image, and area 41 b will be considered as designated area 31b. 
[0095] On original image 41a of Fig. 7A stored in storage unit 1 3, the operator designates area 41b, using the area 

25 designating unit 1 2 described above. A mask image 42 representing the designated area of Fig. 7B is stored in storage 
unit 13. Object color detecting unit 14a of arithmetic unit 14 calculates pixel information on the original image corre- 
sponding to the designated area, that is, corresponding to white pixels of the mask image, with reference to mask 
image 42. 

[0096] Here, average and valiance of pixel values of the original image in the designated area, for example, are used 
30 as pixel information. Based on the pixel information, the original image 41 a is divided into an object area corresponding 
to the area designated by the user, that is, area 43b represented by white pixels in image 43a of Fig. 9C, and other 
area, that is, area 43c (gray area) represented by black pixels in image 43a. The area 43b will be referred to as the 
object area, and image 43a will be referred to as object area image. In this manner, the object area is extracted. 
[0097] There are numerous methods of extracting the object area from pixel information. As an example, an object 
35 area extracting method will be described in which pixel information includes average and variance of pixel values of 
the original image in the designated and in which hue value represents the pixel value. 

[0098] In the following, the terms hue, saturation and luminance will be defined as follows. When numerical value 
data representing display characteristics of respective pixels are available, for example, when luminance of monochro- 
matic radiations of red, green and blue are available, for example, based on the luminance of the monochromatic 
40 radiations, hue, saturation and luminance (intensity) transformed by HIS hexagonal color model popularly used in the 
field of image processing (hereinafter referred to as HIS) are used. Hue, saturation and luminance may be defined in 
accordance with different methods. For example, luminance may be an average value of luminance values of respective 
monochromatic radiations. 

[0099] The HIS hexagonal color model will be described briefly in the following. 
45 [0100] Assume a cube which is in contact with three axes in an RGB orthogonal coordinate system. Here, R, G and 
B and complementary colors thereof, that is, C (cyan), M (magenta), Y (yellow) satisfy such positional relation as 
represented by Fig. 23A. 

[0101] Here, main diagonal axis of the RGB cube is intensity axis I, which is defined as 

so 

l = max{R,G,B} (2.1.10) 

[01 02] Parallel projection of the RGB cube on a plane orthogonally intersecting the I axis results in a regular hexagon 
such as shown in Fig. 23B. With a given point R hue H and saturation S are defined on a plane orthogonally intersecting 
55 the I axis and passing the point R as shown in Fig. 23C. In this manner, a hexagonal color model such as shown in 
Fig. 23D is formed between RGB and HSI. The method of mutual transform is as follows. Here, it is assumed that the 
values R, G, B, S and I are in the range of [0, 1] and H assumes the value in the range of [0, 2k]. 
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(a) HS! transform 

1 is defined by the expression (2.1 .10). 

i) When I = 0 

S and H are determined as folbws. 



10 



S = 0 ] 
H^not determined! 



(2.1.11) 



15 



20 



ii) When 1*0 

first, S is defined by the following expression. 



s = (i - \y\ 

wherei i= min{R,G,B} 
(min is a function providing minimum value) 



(2.1.12) 



25 



30 



Thereafter values r, g and b are calculated in accordance with the following equations. 



r = (I-R)/(I-i) 
g = (I-G)/(I-i) 
b = (I-B)/(I-i) 



(2.1.13) 



35 



40 



45 



50 



Finally, H is defined in the following manner. 



when R = I, H = y(b-g) 
when G = I, H = y(2 + r-b) 
when B = I, H = ^(4 + g-r) 



Here, when H < 0, 2n is added to the value of H. 
(b) HSI inverse transform 
i) When S = 0 

Regardless of the value of H : the values of R, G and B are defined as follows. 



(2.1.14) 



55 



R=G=B=I 

ii) When S * 0 

First, values h, P, Q and T are calculated in the following manner, 
when 



(2.1.15) 
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H = 2ti, H = 0 

H = H/(tc/3) (2.1.16) 
h = floor(H i ) 

where floor (x) is a function providing maximum integer not larger than x 



P = Ix(l-S) 1 

Q = Ix{l-Sx(H-h)} ► (2.1.17) 
T5 T = Ix{l-Sx(l-H + h)} 

[0103] Then, values R, G and B are defined in the following manner, dependent on the value of h. 

20 



when 


h 


= 0, 


R 


= 1, 


G = T, 


B = P' 


when 


h 


= 1, 


R 


= Q, 


G = J, 


B = P 


when 


h 


= 2, 


R 


= P, 


G = I, 


B = T 


when 


h 


= 3, 


R 


= P, 


G = Q, 


B = I 


when 


h 


= 4, 


R 


= T, 


G = P, 


B = I 


when 


h 


= 5, 


R 


-I, 


G = P, 


B = Q. 



(2.1. IS) 



[0104] When the average and the variance of hue values of pixels in the designated area are represented as u huc 
and o 2 hue , respectively, probability density function p(x) for a given hue value x can be defined by the following expres- 
sions, assuming that distribution of hue values of pixels in the designated area is in accordance with normal distribution. 

p(x)~ N(u. hue , o 2 hue ) - 

1 -<*-^W> 2/2a hue M v 

P(x)=^= e (1) 

40 ^ 2 * G hue 

[01 OS] By applying the hue value x of each pixel in the original image 41a as an argument of p(x) of the expression 
(1 ), probability value p is calculated. When the probability value p is not lower than a threshold value Pth set in advance, 
the pixel is regarded as a white pixel, and it the probability value p is smaller than Pth, the pixel is regarded as a black 
45 pixel, and in this manner, the object area image 43a can be generated. Thus, object area 43b, when the operator 
designated area 41b of original image 41 a, can be extracted. As a result, the area of human face skin is extracted, as 
can be seen from Fig. 9C. 

[0106] Thereafter, object color is detected (S5). 

[0107] Detection of object color will be described in detail in the following. 

so [0108] For a region which is constituted by white pixels both in the object area image 43a shown in Fig. 9C and in 
mask image 42 generated by the designation by the operator shown in Fig. 9B, that is, for an area 44b represented 
by brightest pixels in image 44a of Fig. 9D, an average of pixel values in the corresponding original imago 41a is 
calculated. Here, it is assumed that the original image 41a is a color image, and pixel values represent luminance 
values of respective monochromatic radiations (red, green and blue). Namely, calculating the average of pixel values 

ss means that average values mR, mG and mB of respective monochromatic radiations are calculated. 
[0109] In this manner, the object color is detected. 
[0110] Thereafter, color adjusting process is performed (56). 

[0111] The color adjusting process will be described in detail in the following with reference to Figs. 10 and 11 Fig. 
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10 is a graph showing details of the color transform function for the color adjusting process, in the flow chart of Fig. 8. 
Fig. 11 is a flow chart showing details of the color adjusting process (S6) of the flow chart of Fig. 8. In the following, it 
is assumed that pixels in an image are represented by intensities of respective monochromatic radiations of red (R), 
green (G) and blue (B), that is, RGB, with the range of each value being 0 to 255. 

[0112] Color transform function for each monochromatic radiation of red (R), green (G) and blue (B) is formed such 
that the object color detected in step S5 is adjusted to an ideal color found in advance and that color balance of the 
overall image is satisfactory. 

[0113] In the present embodiment, the following functions are generated and used. 



R'- fr(R) (2) 
G'=fg(G) (3) 

B'= fb(B) (4 ) 

[0114] Here, arguments R, G and B of color transform functions of respective monochromatic radialions are pixel 
20 values of the image before transform, that is, of the original image, and R\ G' and B' represent pixel values after the 
present color adjusting process. 

[01 1 5] In the present embodiment, respective color transform functions f r, fg and fb mentioned above are generated 
to satisfy the following four conditions. 

25 <Condition 1> 

[0116] When respective object colors detected in step S5 are represented as mR, mG and mB and pixel values of 
ideal colors having the same brightness as the object colors are represented by ImR. ImG and ImB. the following 
equations are satisfied. 

30 

Im R = fr(mR) (5) 
lmG = fg(mG) (6) 

ImB-fb(mB) (7) 

40 [0117] The values ImR, ImG and ImB may be the values obtained by projecting mR, mG and mB on a color space 
such as the HSI color space, maintaining the intensity value I, adjusting hue H and saturation S to those of ideal colors, 
and inverse transforming the resulting values to RGB space. 



<Condition 2> 

[0118] The overall image is analyzed, and a color which is considered to be white is detected (S 11). The pixel values 
of this portion are represented as whiteR, whiteG and whiteB. 

[0119] When we represent pixel values of ideal white having the same brightness as the detected portion by I whiteR, 
IwhiteG and IwhiteB, the following equations are satisfied. 

IwhiteR = fr(whiteR) (8) 
IwhiteG = fg(whiteG) (9) 
IwhiteB = fb(whiteB) (10) 
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[0120] There are various methods available for detecting the color (whiteR, whiteG and whiteB) which is considered 
white. In the present embodiment, average values of pixel values of those pixels which have colors close to white 
among the pixels of the original image are used as whiteR, whiteG and whiteB. 

[0121] The values I whiteR, I whiteG and IwhiteB may be the values obtained by projecting values whiteR. whiteG 
5 and whiteB to the HIS color space, for example, maintaining intensity I and adjusting hue H and saturation S to those 
values of ideal white (H = arbitrary value, S = 0), and by inverse transforming the resulting values to RGB space. 

<Condition 3> 

io [0122] The following equations are satisfied. 



0 = fr(0) 



(11) 



75 



0 -r ffg(0) 



(12) 



20 



<Condition 4> 

[0123] The following equations are satisfied. 



0 = fb(0) 



(13) 



25 



30 



255 = fr(255) 
255 = fg(255) 
255 = fb(255) 



(14) 
(15) 
(16) 



[0124] Thereafter, color transform function based on white and the object color is generated (S1 2). 
35 [0125] There can be indefinite number of color transform functions simultaneously satisfying the above described- 
four conditions. In the present embodiment, one obtained by connecting, by lines, four points ((0, 0), (mX, ImX), (whiteX, 
IwhiteX), (255. 255)) (where X is any of red (R), green (G) and blue (B) components) provided in accordance with the 
above described conditions is used. 

[0126] Fig. 10 shows the four points in accordance with the above described conditions ((0, 0), (mR, ImR), (whiteR, 
40 I whiteR), (255, 255)) for red (R) component connected by lines. Color transform functions for green (G) and blue (B) 
components can also be generated in the similar manner. 

[0127] For example, color transform function fr(R) of the expression (2) can be defined in the following manner for 
the example of Fig. 10. 

45 

when 0^R<mR: 

fr(R) = (ImR/mR) X R (2-1) 



when mR^R<whiteR: 
fr(R) = ((IwhiteR - ImR) / (whiteR - mR)) 

x (R - mR) + ImR (2-2) 



when whiteR 255: 
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fr(R) = ((255 - IwhiteR) / (255 - whrteR)) 



x (R - whiteR) + IwhiteR 



(2-3) 



5 



[0128] Finally, using the generated color transform function, color adjustment is performed (S13). 
[0129] Thus, white is made whiter, overall white balance is adjusted: and the object color attains to ideal color. Since 
only color adjustment takes place here, brightness is not changed. The color adjusted image (not shown) converted 
from original image 31a by the color adjusting process is stored in storage unit 13. 
io [0130] in this manner, color adjusting process is performed. 

[0131] The description will be returned to the flow chart of Fig. 8. 

[0132] Next, luminance and saturation adjusting process (S7) is performed. 

[0133] The luminance-saturation adjusting process will be described in detail in the following with reference to Figs. 
12 to 18. 

75 [0134] Fig. 12 shows the details of the luminance-saturation adjusting process (S7) of the flow chart shown in Fig. 
8, representing the process for generating a transform function for adjusting luminance and saturation, utilizing infor- 
mation of the object color. 

[0135] First, based on the luminance and saturation of each pixel of the input image, a luminance histogram and a 
saturation histogram are formed (S21). 
20 [01 36] Therearier, in order to suppress abrupt change in the histograms obtained in step S21 , smoothing is performed 
so that the histograms have smooth shape (S22). 

[0137] More specifically, for each element, the element value of itself is added to element values of several left and 
right elements with the element in question being in the center, an average value is calculated, and the average value 
is considered the element value of the element of interest. This suppresses influence of local noise involved in the 
25 image, whereby essential characteristic of the imago appears on the characteristic of the histogram. 

[0138] Fig. 13A and 13B schematically represent the process of steps S21 and S22. Fig. 13A represents the gen- 
erated histogram, and Fig. 1 3B represents the histogram after smoothing. 

[0139] A histogram parameter is determined (S23) from the smoothed histogram obtained in step S22. 
[0140] Here, the histogram parameter refers to a highlight value, a shadow value and a central value intermediate 
30 therebetween, which are represented as specific element numbers in the histogram. Figs. 13A and 13Bare schematic 
representations thereof. 

[0141] Here, highlight refers to the upper limit value, an element having element number larger than which can be 
regarded as not contributing to representation of the image characteristic. Shadow value represents the lower limit 
value, an element having element number smaller than which can be regarded not contributing to representation of 

35 the image characteristic. 

[0142] As to the specific method of calculating the highlight, it can be found as an element having an element value 
exceeding a value (hereinafter referred to as a reference value) obtained by dividing total element values of the his- 
togram by a prescribed value and closest to the maximum element number. The shadow can be found as an element 
having the element value exceeding the aforementioned reference value and closest to the minimum element number. 

40 The prescribed value for dividing the total element values of the histogram mentioned above may be the total number 
of elements (= maximum element number - minimum element number). 

[0143] The method of calculating highlight and shadow elements is not limited thereto, and other methods may be 
used. 

[0144] The central value is defined as that element number histogram values (total of element values) of left and 
45 right sides of which are the same. 

[0145] Thereafter, based on the histogram parameter calculated in step S23, transform function T(x) for adjusting 

the overall histogram is generated (S24). Details of the generation of transform function T(x) will be described later. 

[0146] Thereafter, based on the object color, correction function C(x) for correcting the transform function T(x) found 

in step S24 is generated (S25). 
50 [0147] Details of generated of correction function C(x) will be given later. 

[0148] Finally, by multiplying the transform function T(x) calculated in step S24 by correction function C(x) calculated 

in step S25, final transform function L(x) is generated (S26). 

[0149] The final transform function L(x) is defined as follows. 



[0150] The transform function T(x). correction function C(x) and the final transform function L(x) described above 
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L(x) = C(T(x)) 



(17) 
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can be generated for each of the luminance and saturation. More specifically, transform functions of luminance and 
saturation are formed independently, in accordance with the above described process steps. The detailed contents of 
processing may or may not be the same. For example, in generating a transform function of saturation, when an area 
of low saturation is desired to be not much changed, the shadow information may not be utilized among histogram 
5 parameters calculated in step S23 and the minimum element number may be fixed, so that transform of the low satu- 
ration area can be suppressed. 

[0151] Details of the steps S24 and S25 will be described in the following. 

[0152] Description will be given mainly focusing on generation of transform function related to luminance, represent- 
ing brightness. 

10 [0153] Further, details of the process of step S24, that is, the step of generating transform function T(x) based on 
histogram parameters (highlight, shadow, central value) calculated in step S23 will be described. 
[0154] In the present embodiment, details of generating transfer function emphasizing the characteristic of the his- 
togram utilizing S-shaped curvilinear f unction based on logarithmic function will be described. By generating a transform 
function T(x) of brightness, that is, luminance, it becomes possible to adjust contrast of the overall image. 

is [0155] Fig. 1 4 is a schematic diagram representing how the transform function T(x) emphasizing the feature of the 
histogram by S-shaped curvilinear function is generated. 

[0156] By the application of logarithmic function between the highlight point to the central value and between the 
central value and the shadow point, transform function T(x) comes to be a function in the shape of S-shaped curve as 
a whole, with the central value being the center. 
20 [0157] First, between the highlight point to the central value, a convex curve is formed by the application of the 
following equation. 

T(x) = (maximum element - m) X 
25 log (x/central value) / log (highlight/central value) + m (18) 

[0158] Next, between the central value and the shadow point, concave curve is formed by the application of the 
following equation. 

30 

T(x) = m x log ((maximum element - shadow) / 
(maximum element - x)) / log ((maximum element - shadow) / 
35 (maximum element - central value)) (1 9) 

[0159] Here, the value m used in equations (1 8) and (t 9) represents the transform destination of the central value. 
By changing the value m, the center of the S-shaped curve shown in Fig. 1 4 can be changed. When the value m is set 
40 as the intermediate value between the maximum and minimum elements (intermediate element of the histogram), the 
histogram values are equally distributed on the left and light sides with the center of the histogram positioned at the 
center in the result of transform, and hence an image of better contrast can be obtained. The value m may be arbitrarily 
changed dependent on the image to be processed. 

[0160] The transform function T(x) may be generated by same or different methods lor luminance and saturation. 
45 For example, when color appearance closer to the original image is desired, a transform function based on linear 
transform, by which effect of emphasis is relatively low as compared with the S-shaped curve, may be applied for 
saturation. 

[0161] Next, details of generating correction function C(x) for correcting the transform lunction calculated in step 
S24, based on the object color in step S25 will be described. 
so [0162] In the present embodiment, the method of generating the correction function C(x) by comparing the central 
value calculated in step S23 lor luminance with the object color to adaptively changing the function which will be the 
base of the correction function, will be described. 

[0163] Further, luminance value of the object color and the central value are compared. The result of comparison 
can be classified into the following three. 

55 

(1 ) luminance value of the object color < (central value - a) 
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(2) (central value - a) ^ luminance value of object color ^ (central value + a) 



(3) (central value + a) < luminance value of the object color 

[0164] Here, a is a predetermined value, and, for example, 10% of the total number of elements. 
[0165] When the result of comparison is in the range (1) or (2), correction function C(x) is generated based on the 
trapezoidal function shown in Fig. 1 5. The trapezoidal function transforms the brightness of the object color to the ideal 
value of the object color. The object color is transformed in accordance with the transform function T(x) generated in 
step S24 and thereafter re -transformed in accordance with the correction function, and therefore, the following equation 
holds, where fc represents the brightness of the object color and ic represents the ideal value. 



15 
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ic - C(T(fc)) (20 ) 

[0166] The trapezoidal function is generated to maintain a prescribed inclination with the transformation point of T 
(fc) being the center as shown in Fig. 1 5, so as to maintain color gradation close to the object color. Here, the correction 
function C(x) can be define as follows. 

when 0$x< f . : 

mm 

c ( x > = (WWxx (21-1) 

When f min^ X < f max : 
C W=(( jf max- if min)/a m ax* f min)) X 

( X - f min) + ,f min (21-1) 



when f max ^ x ^ 255: 

35 

C(x) = ((255-if max )/(255-f max )) X 

< X - T max) + if max (21*3) 

40 [0167] Here, the range (3 in which the inclination shown in Fig. 15 is maintained (between the point (f mjn , if mjn ) and 
the point (f max> if max )) may be set to an appropriate value in advance, or appropriately changed dependent on the 
image, when information such as variance of object color in the image is available. 

[0168] When the result of comparison is within the range (1 ) and the luminance of the object color is lower than the 
^ ideal value, it may be the case that overall image is brighter than the luminance of the object color. When the value 
near the object color is increased to the ideal value, however, it is possible that the overall image has lower contrast. 
Therefore, when luminance is to be increased with the result of comparison being in the range of (1), an appropriate 
measure may be taken : for example, an upper limit of increase may be provided. 

[0169] When the result of comparison is within the range of (3), the correction function C(x) is generated based on 
^ the y function shown in Fig. 16. The 7 function is represented by the following equation. 

C(x) = total element number x (x / total element number) 7 (22) 

55 [° 17 °] The 7 type function transforms such that the brightness of the object color attains to the ideal value of the 
object color. More specifically, as in the trapezoidal function described above, the value y is determined to satisfy the 
equation (20). It should be noted, however, that as y function is used in place of the trapezoidal function, brightness of 
a darker area is increased 5 and therefore brightness of the overall image is further improved. When the result of com- 
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parison is in the range of (3), It may be the case that the overall brightness is darker than the object color. Therefore, 
when the trapezoidal function is used for correcting the vicinity of the object color as in the case where the result of 
comparison is in the range of (1) or (2). there is a possibility that vicinity of the object color only is made unnaturally 
noticeable in the overall image. 

5 [0171] By using the correction function C(x) generated in the above described manner, the transform function T(x) 
for brightness generated in step S24 can be corrected, to provide ideal value for an input of the object color. 
[0172] Figs. 17A, 17B.18A and 1SB are schematic representation of the final transform function L(x) provided by 
correcting transform function T(x) by correction function C(x). Fig. 17A represents transform function T(x), and Fig. 
17B represents final transform function L(x) when the state of T(fc) < ic is corrected, where fc represents brightness 

10 of the object color and ic represents ideal value. 

[0173] Fig. 18A represents transform function T(x), and Fig. 18B represents final transform function L(x) when the 
state of T(fc) > ic is corrected, where fc represents brightness of the object color and ic represents ideal value. 
[0174] Correction function C(x) may be generated by the same method or different method for saturation and lumi- 
nance. When correction based on y function is performed on saturation in the above described method, excessive 

is increase is possible in the area of low saturation. When the overall image is dark in general, it is often the case that 
saturation of the low saturation area is unstable. Therefore, when the saturation of the area of low saturation is increased 
generally, the overall output would possibly be unnatural. In such a situation, it may be desirable to use the trapezoidal 
function and not the correction function based on y function when saturation is to be increased (that is, when ideal 
saturation is higher than the saturation of the object color). Alternatively, a function satisfying the equation (22), for 

20 example, a simple linear function, may be used lo generate correction function C(x), ralher than the above described 
method, as the correction function of saturation. 

[0175] Based on the color transform function generated in the above described manner, the color adjusting process 
of step S12 is performed on the original image of Fig. 7A. The resulting image obtained by transforming the color 
adjusted image stored in storage unit 13 is again stored in storage unit 13 and displayed, as output image 32 shown 

25 in Fig. 7B, on display unit 1 .5. 

[0176] By the above described operation, as the specific area of the input original image is designated, it becomes 
possible to detect color deviation, insufficient contrast and the like based on the color, saturation and luminance of 
designated area of the original image and to obtain an image of which image quality is adjusted. 
[0177] From the foregoing, it can be understood that the present invention is applicable to a system having a unit 

30 for obtaining an image, a unit for storing an image or a unit for displaying an image allowing the user to designate an 
arbitrarily area on the image by using a coordinate input unit such as a mouse, a pen or a tablet. For example, the 
present invention is applicable to word processors, personal computers, work stations, personal digital assistants, 
copying machines, scanners, facsimile machines, TV receivers, video cassette recorders, video cameras, digital still 
cameras and the like. 

35 [0178] The image quality adjusting apparatus, the image quality adjusting method and the recording medium storing 
the image quality adjusting program in accordance with the present invention enable the following operations. 
[0179] In the image quality adjusting apparatus structured as described above, an original image input by an image 
input unit 11 is first displayed on display unit 15. On the displayed original image, an operator designates a desired 
area using an area designating unit 12, which is a pointing device such as a mouse or a pen. 

40 [0180] Based on the designated area, an object area which is considered designated by the operator is extracted, 
and the color of the object area is found. More specifically, by extracting the object area in the designated area and by 
calculating average and variance of pixel values of the original image, the object color is detected. 
[0181] Then, a color transform function is generated so that detected object area color attains to an ideal color and 
that color balance of the overall image is satisfactory, and in accordance with the color transform function, the original 

45 image is transformed. 

[0182] For the transformed image, histograms of luminance and saturation are provided, transform functions are 
generated such that the luminance and saturation of the overall image are well balanced, and at portions near the 
luminance and saluratbn of the detected object area color, ideal object color is attained. Based on the transform 
functions, the image is finally transformed. 
so [0183] In this manner, it becomes possible to realize image quality adjustment to attain a prescribed quality in a 
simple manner, without requiring special technique or skill. 

[0184] The image quality adjusting process is capable of adjusting contrast of luminance as well as modification of 
color deviation. Further, as the area is designated, it is possible to transform a color of a specific object to an ideal 
color while performing appropriate color deviation correction and contrast adjustment of portions other than the specific 
55 object. 

[0185] By the image quality adjusting apparatus structured as described above, when a portrait photograph image, 
including a person as an object in the input original image is the object of processing, it is possible by simple operation 
to transform skin color to an ideal color and to perform appropriate color deviation correction and contrast adjustments 
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on areas other than the skin. 

[0186] As described above, the image quality adjusting apparatus in accordance with the first embodiment makes 
it possible to perform image quality adjustment to attain a prescribed quality in a simple operation, without requiring 
any high technique or skill. Further, the image adjusting process allows not only contrast adjustment of luminance but 
s also color deviation correction. Further, as an area is designated, it becomes possible to improve color reproductivity 
of a specific object while performing appropriate color deviation correction and contrast adjustment of portions other 
than the specific object. 

[0187] Further, it is possible to improve color reproductivity of the object area of the designated area of the original 
image, while attaining satisfactory balance of color, luminance and saturation of the overall image. Further, appropriate 
10 color deviation correction and contrast adjustment can be attained by a simple operation to provide ideal object color 
even at portions where luminance and saturation are close to those of the detected object area color. 

Second Embodiment 

75 [0188] Fig. 19 is a block diagram representing functional structure of the image quality adjusting apparatus in ac- 
cordance with the second embodiment of the present invention. The image quality adjusting apparatus includes an 
image input unit 601 reading a color image, a first color determining unit 602 estimating white based on the original 
image input from image input unit 601 for adjusting and determining white color, a second color determining unit 602 
estimating black based on the original image input from image input unit 601 for adjusting and determining black color, 

20 a third color determining unit 604 for adjusting and determining a desired color based on the original image input from 
image input unit 601, a color transform function generating unit 605 for generating a color transform function based 
on the colors adjusted by the first, second and third color determining units 602, 603 and 604, an image processing 
unit 606 for transforming the original image using the color transform function generated by color transform function 
generating unit 605, a memory 607, and an image output unit 608 outputting an image transformed by image processing 



[0189] Referring to Fig. 19, digital image information read and input by image input unit 601 such as a color image 
scanner, a digital camera or the like is stored in a work area of memory 607 pixel by pixel each pixel having three pixel 
values of (R, G, B), and displayed on image output unit 608 such as a CRT, a liquid crystal display unit or the like. First 
and second color determining units 602 and 603 estimate white and black, and determine adjusted colors, in accordance 
30 with a prescribed method of calculation, which will be described later, based on the (R, G, B) signals of the digital image 
information stored in memory 607. 

[01 90] When there is color information to be adjusted other than white and black, a color to be adjusted is designated 
by using the third color determining unit 605, and the color after adjustment is determined. Based on the adjustment 
information of white, black and the color to be adjusted, color transform function is formed at color transform function 

35 generating unit 605, and based on the thus generated function, the input image is subjected to image quality adjusting 
process by image transform unit 606, and an image as a result of transform is output to image output unit 608. 
[0191] The operation and principle of the present invention will be described with reference to Fig. 20. 
[01 92] First, an original image is input through the image input unit (S501 ). various equipments such as a color image 
scanner or a digital still camera may be possible as image input unit 601 . Any equipment capable of input of digital 

40 image data may be used. 

[0193] In the present invention, it is assumed that in the digital image data, each pixel has three pixel values of (R, 
G, B) signal with each pixel value being in the range of 0 to 255. Image data of other format may be similarly addressed. 
[0194] The first color determining unit 602 analyzes the input image data, and estimates or picks up a color which 
is believed to be originally white (S502). There are may be various methods for estimating the color which is considered 

45 originally white. In the present embodiment, pixels closer to white of the input image are picked up, and an average of 
pixel values ol the group of pixels is calculated. It is known that statistically, the color determined by such as average 
of pixel values is estimated to be originally an achromatic color (in this case, white). 

[0195] Though various methods are available to determine pixels which are close lo white, in the present embodi- 
ment, pixels which satisfy the following relation are determined to be close to white. 



25 



unit 606. 



so 



R > 180 



(23-1) 



55 



G > 180 



(23-2) 



B> 180 



(23-3) 
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where the pixel values are represented as (R, G, B). The pixel values of the color as a result of estimation will be 
represented as (whiteR, whiteG, whiteB). 

[0196] The first color determining unit 602 calculates pixel value of the color to be attained after adjustment of the 
color The pixel values of the adjusted color is represented as (I whiteR, I whiteG, I whiteB). Though various methods 
5 are available to calculate the pixel values, in the present invention, the following equations are utilized. 



while! = max(whileR, whiteG, whileB) (24-1) 



IwhiteR - IwhiteG - IwhiteB - whitel (24-2) 

[0197] Similarly, the second color determining unit 603 analyzes the input image data, and estimates the color which 
is believed to be originally black (S503). Though various methods are available for estimating the color which is believed 
is to be originally black, in the present embodiment, in the similar manner as described with reference to the estimation 
of white, pixels which are close to black are picked up from the input image, and an average of the pixel values of the 
group of pixels is calculated. Though various methods are available to determine the pixels which are close to black, 
in the similar manner as described above, in the present embodiment, a pixel satisfying the following relation is deter- 
mined to be close to black. 

20 

R<75 (25-1) 



2S 



G<75 



(25-2) 



B<75 



(25-3) 



30 where the pixel values are represented as (R, G, B). The pixel values of the color as a result of estimation will be 
represented as (blackR, blackG, blackB). 

[0198] The second color determining unit 603 calculates the pixel value of the color which should be attained after 
adjustment of the color. The pixel values of the adjusted color are represented as (IblackR, IblackG, IblackB). Though 
various methods are available for the calculation, in the present embodiment, the following equations are used. 

35 

blackl = min(blackR, blackG, blackB) (26-1) 



IblackR = IblackG = IblackB = blackl (26-2) 

40 

[0199] Similarly, the third color determining unit 604 obtains information of a color which should be adjusted for 
refinement other than white and black (S504). As a method of obtaining such color information, it is possible to extract 
pixels having specific hue H or saturation S from the overall image and to utilize the average of the pixel values, for 
45 example. Various methods of transform and inverse transform of the pixel values RGB to and from the hue H, saturation 
S and intensity I have been known. For example, there are following equations. 
(HSl transform) 



H = ArcTan ((G - B) / (2R - G - B)) (27-1 ) 

S = ((B - R) 2 + (R - G) 2 + (G-B) 2 /65S36/3 (27-2) 
I = (R + G + B)/256 (27-3) 
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10 



20 



40 



(HSI inverse transform) 

R = 256 (I/3 + 2Scos(H/6)) (28-1 ) 

G = 256 (l/3-Scos(H/6) + Ssin(H/2)) (23-2) 

B = 256 (I / 3 - Scos (H / 6) - Ssin (H / 2)) (23-3) 



[0200] When skin color is the object color, for example, certain ranges of hue H and saturation S centered on the 
hue and saturation of a skin color may be used as the aforementioned specific hue H or saturation S. The skin color 
distribution is around the hue H of H = 0.3 and saturation S of S = 0.3, and it may be practical to pick up pixels satisfying 
15 the following ranges and to calculate an average of the pixel values. 

0<H<0.6 (29-1) 



0<S<0.6 (29-2) 



[0201] In the present embodiment, the user designates an area of the image using a keyboard, a mouse or the like, 
and an average value of the pixel values within the range is used. The pixel values of this color will be represented as 

25 (colorRL colorGi, colorBi) where i is an integer satisfying the relation of 0 < i ^ n, and n represents number of colors 
to be adjusted for refinement, where 0 ^ n, and when n = 0, color adjustment is performed based only on white and black. 
[0202] The third color determining unit 604 determines the color to be attained after adjustment of the color. For 
determinatbn of the adjusted color, there are various methods available. For example, a method in which a user des- 
ignates an area on the input image or on a separate image and an average value of pixel values within the area is 

30 used, may be possible. In the present embodiment, a color stored in advance is used as the color to be attained. For 
example, if the color to be adjusted is skin color, a skin color which is recognized most preferable is used. 
[0203] The skin color which is recognized most preferable mentioned above may differ in different situations. In the 
present embodiment, as an example, skin color calculated by HIS inverse transform such that hue of the skin color is 
H = 0.3 and saturation is S = 0.3, which are the central values of distribution and intensity I being the same as that of 

35 the color before adjustment (colorRi, colorGi, colorBi) is used. The pixel value of this target color is represented as 
(IcolorRi, IcolorGi, IcolorBi). 

[0204] Thereafter, color transform function generating unit 605 generates a color transform function for color adjust- 
ment based on the above described process details. In the present embodiment, the following lunctions are generated 
and used. 



R' = fr (R) (30-1) 



G' = fg(G) (30-2) 



B' = fb (B) (30-3) 

so [0205] Here, (R, G, B) represents the pixel values of the image before transform, and (R\ G\ B') represents the pixel 
values after color adjustment. More specifically, the pixel values (R 1 , G\ B l ) after color adjustment arc provided as a 
function of pixel values (R, G, B) before transform. 

[0206] In the present embodiment, the function is generated to satisfy the following five conditions. 
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<Condition 1> 
[0207] 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



<Condition 2> 



[0208] 



<Condition 3> 
[0209] 



IwhiteR = fr (whiteR) 
IwhiteG = fg (whiteG) 
IwhiteB = fb (whiteB) 



IblackR = fr (blackR) 
IblackG = fg (blackG) 
IblackB = fb (blackB) 



IcolorRi = fr (colorRi) 



IcolorGi = fg (colorGi) 



IcoiorBi = fb (colorBi) 



(31-1) 
(31-2) 
(31-3) 



(32-1) 
(32-2) 
(32-3) 



(33-1) 



(33-2) 



(33-3) 



40 [021 0] Here, i is an integer in the range of 0 < i ^ n, and n represents number of colors to be adjusted for refinement. 
[0211] Further, n is in the range of 0 ^ n, and when n = 0, color adjustment is performed based only on white and 
black, and hence this condition is not applied. 



45 



<Condition 4> 



[0212] 



so 



55 



0 = f r (0) 



0 = fg (0) 



0 = fb (0) 



(34-1) 



(34-2) 



(34-3) 
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<Condition 5> 
[0213] 

5 

255 = fr{255) (35-1) 



255 = fg (255) (35-2) 

10 

255 = fb (255) (35-3) - 

[0214] There may be numerous transform functions satisfying the five condition above simultaneously In the present 
is embodiment, one obtained by connecting points satisfying the above described conditions for each function by lines 
is used. As can be seen from Fig. 21 , the abscissa represents pixel value, and therefore when transform condition for 
a specific pixel value is determined and points satisfying the condition are connected by a line or a curve, the result is 
the color transform function. 

[0215] Fig. 21 is an example of the graph of Ir (x) generated in accordance with the above described conditions, 

20 where n = 1 . Specific graphs are not provided for functions fg (x) and fb (x), as these functions are similar. 

[0216] Image processing unit 606 processes all pixels of the input image using the transform function generated in 
the above described manner. Thus, color adjustment by which a plurality of colors can be improved simultaneously is 
effected. A faded photograph, of which recovery of original colors have been difficult by the conventional method, can 
be recovered and refined by this method. 

25 [0217] Figs. 22A to 22C are schematic representation of histograms processed focusing on white and black, in ac- 
cordance with the method of the present invention of the image which had the histograms of Fig. 1 A to 1 C. As can be 
seen from these figures, the histograms have both the right side and left side aligned. Therefore, it can be understood 
that where the color should be white is adjusted to white, and the color which should be black is adjusted to black. 
Further, the overall balance is satisfactory, and therefore it is understood that the original colors are recovered. When 

30 another color is also used, the color can be refined without affecting the overall balance. More specifically, by the 
present invention, a method and apparatus for image quality adjustment are provided by which overall color adjustment 
function is generated from a plurality of pieces of color information so that all colors are adjusted to desirable colors, 
and by color adjustment using the function, disadvantages of the prior method can be eliminated. 
[021 8] As described above, in the image quality adjusting apparatus of the present embodiment, the color transform 

35 function is determined with reference to transform information of a plurality of pixel values. Therefore, color adjustment 
adjusting a plurality of colors noticed simultaneously for refinement, which could not be done by the prior art, is made 
possible. Further, original colors of a faded photograph can be recovered and further, even refined, which could not 
be done by the prior art. 

[0219] Although the present invention has been described and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood that the 
40 same is by way of illustration and example only and is not to be taken by way of limitation, the spirit and scope of the 
present invention being limited only by the terms of the appended claims. 



Claims 

45 

1. An image quality adjusting apparatus, comprising: 

a display unit (15) displaying an input original image; 

an area designating unit (12) for designating an arbitrary area of the original image displayed on said display 
so unit (15); and 

image quality adjusting unit (14) adjusting image quality of said input original image, based on a pixel value 
of the area designated by said area designating unit (12). 

2. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 

55 

said image quality adjusting unit (14) includes an object color detecting unit (14a) detecting object color of the 
area designated by said area designating unit (12), and 

a color adjusting unit (14b) performing color adjustment of the object color detected by said object color de- 
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tecting unit (14a). 

3. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 2. wherein 

said object color detecting unit (14a) extracts an object area including the area designated by said area 
designating unit (1 2), and detects as the object color of said designated area, an average value of pixel values in 
said object area of said input original image. 

4. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said color adjusting unit (14b) generates a 
color transform function such that the object color detected by said object color detecting unit (14a) attains to an 
ideal color and that color balance of overall said input original image is satisfactory, and adjusts color of said input 
original image using the color transform function. 

5. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 

said image quality adjusting unit (14) further includes a luminance-saturation adjusting unit (14c) adjusting 
luminance and saturation of said input original image. 

6. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 5, wherein 

said luminance-saturation adjusting unit (14c) forms histograms of luminance and saturation of said input 
original image, generates a transform function for adjusting said histograms such that luminance and saturation 
of said input original image are satisfactory, and adjusts the luminance and saturation of said input original image 
using the transform function. 

7. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said luminance-saturation adjusting unit (1 4c) 
generates a correction function for correcting said transform function, and adjusts the luminance and saturation 
of said input original image using said transform function and said correction function. 

8. An image quality adjusting apparatus, comprising: 

a color determining unit (602, 603, 604) estimating a plurality of colors from pixel values of an input original 
image, adjusting and determining the plurality of colors; 

color transform function generating unit (605) generating a color transform function, based on colors deter- 
mined by said color determining units (602, 603, 604); 

an image processing unit (606) transforming said input original image using the color transform function gen- 
erated by said color transform function generating unit (605); and 

an image output unit (608) outputting an original image transformed by said image processing unit (606). 

9. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said color determining unit (602, 603, 604) 
includes 

a first color determining unit (602) estimating white from pixel values of said input original image and adjusting 
and determining the white color, and 

a second color determining unit (603) estimating black from pixel values of said input original image and ad- 
justing and determining the black color. 

10. The image quality adjusting apparatus according to claim 9, wherein 

said color determining unit (602, 603, 604) further includes a third color determining unit (604) adjusting and 
determining a desired color among pixel values of said input original image. 

11. A method of image quality adjustment, comprising the steps of displaying an input original image; 

designating an arbitrary area of said displayed original image; and 

adjusting image quality of said input original image, based on pixel values of said designated area. 

12. The method of image quality adjustment according to claim 11, wherein 

said step of adjusting said image quality includes the steps of 
detecting object color of said designated area, and 
performing color adjustment of said detected object color. 
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13. The method of image quality adjustment according to claim 12, wherein 

said step of adjusting image quality further includes the step of adjusting luminance and saturation of said 
input original image. 

s 14. A method of image quality adjustment, comprising the steps of: 

estimating a plurality of colors from pixel values of an input original image, adjusting and determining the 
plurality of colors; 

forming a color transform function based on said adjusted colors; 
10 transforming said input original image by using said generated color transform function: and 

outputting said transformed original image. 

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein 

said step of adjusting and determining colors includes the steps of 

15 

estimating white from pixel values of said input original image and adjusting and determining the white color, 
and 

estimating black from pixel values of said input original image, and adjusting and determining the black color. 

20 16. The melhod of image quality adjustment according to claim 15, wherein 

said step of adjusting and determining colors further includes the step of adjusting and determining a desired 
color among pixel values of said input original image. 

17. A medium recording an image quality adjusting program for performing the steps of a method according to any 
25 one of claims 11 to 1 6. 

18. Apparatus for adjusting quality of an image comprising means for determining a plurality of color values in the 
image, means for determining desired values for said color values and means for desiring a transform for transform 
said color values to said desired values, and means for applying said transform to at least a selected portion of 

30 said image. 

19. A computer program for performing a method as claimed in any one of claims 11 to 16. 

35 
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(54) Method and apparatus for image quality adjustment 
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an arithmetic processing unit (14) adjusting image qual- 
ity of the input original image, based on pixel values of 
the area designated by the area designating unit (12). 
Arithmetic processing unit (14) includes an object color 
detecting unit (14a) detecting object color of the area 
designated by area designating unit (1 2), color adjusting 



unit (14b) for performing color adjustment of the object 
color detected by object color detecting unit (14a), and 
a luminance, saturation adjusting unit (1 4c) adjusting lu- 
minance and saturation of the input original image. 
Arithmetic processing unit (14) adjusts image quality of 
the input original image based on pixel values of the ar- 
ea designated by area designating unit (12), and there- 
fore it becomes possible for the user to perform image 
quality adjustment to attain prescribed quality by simple 
operation. 
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